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Although sovereignty was long ago trans-
ferred, the Iraqis remain on the receiving
end of a 9,996-kilometer screwdriver that of-
ficials in Washington still wield in their ef-
fort to shape the future of Iraq. The most re-
cent example of U.S. tutelage at work was
the amending of an amnesty plan put forth
by Premier Nuri al-Maliki on Sunday. An
earlier version offered to pardon Iraqi insur-
gents who have attacked U.S. troops. But
after a series of closed-door talks between
U.S. and Iraqi officials, Maliki announced a
watered-down version of the amnesty, one
which is unlikely to lure any of the major in-
surgent groups that aren’t already partici-
pating in the political process.

It is understandable that U.S. officials
would react with outrage to the idea of for-
giving insurgents with American blood on
their hands. As Senator Carl Levin said, ‘‘the
idea that they should even consider talking
about amnesty for people who have killed
people who liberated their country is uncon-
scionable.”” But Senator Levin and others
like him seem to forget that liberating
something means setting it free.

The Iraqis need the space to make hard de-
cisions that will help them restore stability
in their country. But they will never find
this space so long as U.S. officials continue
to micro-manage the Iraqi government ac-
cording to their own plan. What the Iraqis
really need most now is what the Americans
promised them long ago: freedom. And that
ought to include the freedom to govern their
own country in a way that will benefit the
Iraqi people.

——————

REINTEGRATING EX-OFFENDERS
BACK INTO NORMAL LIFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
the problem of successfully reinte-
grating ex-offenders back into normal
life is one of the major issues facing es-
pecially low-income and minority com-
munities throughout the Nation.

This problem continues to fester
throughout the United States of Amer-
ica. It is indeed a social as well as a
public safety problem. Nearly 650,000
people are being released from Federal
and State prisons this year. There are
over 3,200 jails throughout the United
States, the vast majority of which are
operated by county governments. Each
year these jails will release in excess of
10,000 people back into communities
throughout the Nation. We will con-
tinue to have these massive releases
over the next several years. The mas-
sive increase in incarceration in the
United States that occurred during the
past 25 years now must turn public at-
tention toward the consequences of in-
carceration without providing mean-
ingful rehabilitation measures and ac-
cess to reentry programs and opportu-
nities.

As we know, the large numbers of ex-
offenders being released from prison
will cause enormous public safety prob-
lems for many communities, especially
where large numbers of ex-offenders
will return and live in the same neigh-
borhoods.

The Justice Department reported
that the cost of crime to victims is ap-
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proximately $450 billion a year. There-
fore, these communities will absorb the
high cost of further victimization as a
result of the presence of such a high
number of ex-offenders.

The Congressional Black Caucus is
concerned about the administration
not requesting or adequately funding
the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistance Grant Program, Residential
Substance Abuse Treatment Program,
Gang Prevention Program, Juvenile
Accountability Block Grant, Juvenile
Delinquency Block Grants and other
programs.

The Congressional Black Caucus rec-
ommended increasing the funding level
up to $3.1 billion for Justice programs
and to expand the re-entry programs
for nonviolent ex-offenders to facilitate
their transition from prison to normal
community life.

The CBC wants to ensure that spe-
cific programs are receiving adequate
funding to prevent crime, increase pub-
lic safety, and reduce recidivism. We,
of course, can do that by passing the
Second Chance Reentry Bill that now
has more than 100 sponsors in the
House, 22 sponsors in the Senate, is ac-
tually awaiting markup in the Judici-
ary Committee. And I would urge all of
my colleagues to sign on, join up, help
rehabilitate and prepare the individ-
uals who are coming home from jail
and prison. Support the Second Chance
Reentry Bill.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURGESS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. OSBORNE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BILIRAKIS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GOHMERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

TRIBUTE TO THE DAHL FAMILY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the Dahl family of Viroqua, Wis-
consin. With their operation of the Dahl Phar-
macy for more than 100 years and four gen-
erations, the Dahls wove themselves into the
fabric of their community. Their pharmacy has
been one of the pillars of Viroqua’s downtown
buisness district for over a century. From
medication to a soda fountain, prescriptions to
snacks, all sorts of services have been avail-
able to old and young alike since the early
1900s.

Chuck and Karen Dahl are good friends of
mine who owned and operated the pharmacy
for many years. Decent, principled people, the
Dahls worked hard to grow a successful small
buisness that would be attentive to local con-
cerns. They have been actively involved in
their community, displaying their belief in the
responsibility to give back to the people who
allowed their business to prosper. The Dahls’
leadership has made the city of Viroqua and
Vernon County better places to live, work, and
raise children. In 2001, Chuck and Karen
passed the Dahl Pharmacy along to another
generation by selling it to Chuck’s daughter,
Katherine Dahl.

The Dahl Pharmacy, like many providers
throughout the Nation, is facing a myriad of
complications with the new Medicare Prescrip-
tion Drug Plan. | commend Dahl and all the
other pharmacies which have been on the
frontlines of this new program. They have tire-
lessly served seniors uncertain about the new
Medicare Part D regulations.
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The Dahl family business will close its doors
for the last time on June, 28 but leave behind
a lasting legacy by having been a focal point
in Viroqua for generations. The people of
Virogqua have countless wonderful memories
linked with the Dahl Pharmacy. Generations of
residents have grown up with the pharmacy as
a fixture in their childhood and a mainstay in
their community. Known for their friendly, fast,
and precise service, the Dahls established
personal connections with their customers that
went beyond the normal owner-client relation-
ship.

IpWant to thank the Dahl family for their
many years of service to the Viroqua commu-
nity. While the Dahl Pharmacy will be missed,
| wish the family the best of luck in their future
endeavors.

[From the Vernon County Broadcaster]
DAHL PHARMACY TO CLOSE JUNE 28
(By Tim Hundt)

Dahl Pharmacy in Viroqua will shut its
doors for good on June 28 due to a buyout by
national competitor Walgreens.

The business has been in Viroqua for more
than 100 years and has been owned by four

generations of the Dahl family.

Dahl Pharmacy owner Katherine Dahl said
she informed employees on Sunday that she
had reached a deal with Walgreens and would
be closing the doors. She said all employees
would be first in line for positions at the new
Walgreens store that will open in Viroqua
the following day, June 29.

“I thought about this for a long, long, long
time,” Dahl said. ‘I discussed it a lot with
friends. I finally decided this was something
I should do.”

Dahl said she was concerned about the
business and her employees with two new
pharmacies set to open in June that would
directly compete with her operation.

“The hospital will be opening its new phar-
macy and Walgreens was also opening,’”” Dahl
said. ‘“My concern was for the employees and
to have continuity for them.”

Dahl said as a part of the deal she reached
with Walgreens executives, she will work for
the company as a pharmacist for at least a
year and all Dahl employees will be given
first opportunity for employment at the new
store.

‘“They were very interested in our employ-
ees because they know the people and they
know the medical community here,”” Dahl
said.

Dahl said the deal includes the prescrip-
tion files of the pharmacy as well as the
store’s inventory of prescription and over-
the-counter medication. Dahl said her store
will close the evening of the June 28, the in-
ventory and staff will move to the new store
and Walgreens will open the morning of June
29.

Dahl said Walgreens emphasis on cus-
tomers also sold her on the deal.

“I researched their company literature and
they are really focused on the pharmacy as-
pect of the business,”” Dahl said. ‘“All of their
store managers are pharmacists.”’

As for closing a business that has been one
of the pillars of Viroqua’s downtown business
community, Dahl said it has been difficult.

“Every employee reacts differently, but
there have been a few tears,”” Dahl said.

Steve Felix of Felix’s Men’s and Women'’s
Wear, which is the second oldest business in
Viroqua, was concerned about the develop-
ment.

“The big guys will come,” Felix said.
“People have to make choice about where
they want to shop and if they don’t support
downtown businesses they won’t be here.
Just because a business is 100 years old
doesn’t necessarily mean they will be 101.”’

Karen Dahl, wife of Chuck Dahl, who was
the third generation Dahl to own the phar-
macy before it was sold to Katherine in 2001,
said her husband was saddened by the news.
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‘“He is sad because it is an end of era,”
Karen Dahl said. ‘“The timing is good for em-
ployees and clients that will have a smooth
transition to the new store, but it is sad for
the community.”

Karen Dahl said she is concerned about
other small businesses in the community.

“We pay an enormous amount of property
tax, as does any small business, but I think
granting TIF district tax deferment to a
major corporation heavily weighs things
against local business owners,”” Dahl said.

Last year the city of Viroqua granted
about $600,000 to the developer of the
Walgreens site. A group of citizens protested
the use of TIF district funding for the
Walgreens project, but city officials said
that without the incentives, the project
would not have gone forward.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
MILLENDER-MCDONALD) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

STATUS REPORT ON CURRENT
SPENDING LEVELS OF ON-BUDG-
ET SPENDING AND REVENUES
FOR FY 2007 AND THE 5-YEAR PE-
RIOD FY 2007 THROUGH FY 2011

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, | am transmitting
a status report on the current levels of on-
budget spending and revenues for fiscal year
2007 and for the five-year period of fiscal
years 2007 through 2011. This report is nec-
essary to facilitate the application of sections
302 and 311 of the Congressional Budget Act
and sections 401 and 501 of H. Con. Res.
376, which is currently in effect as a concur-
rent resolution on the budget in the House
under H. Res. 818. This status report is cur-
rent through June 23, 2006.

The term “current level” refers to the
amounts of spending and revenues estimated
for each fiscal year based on laws enacted or
awaiting the President’s signature.

The first table in the report compares the
current levels of total budget authority, outlays,
and revenues with the aggregate levels set by
H. Con. Res. 376. This comparison is needed
to enforce section 311(a) of the Budget Act,
which creates a point of order against meas-
ures that would breach the budget resolution’s
aggregate levels. The table does not show
budget authority and outlays for years after fis-
cal year 2007 because appropriations for
those years have not yet been considered.

The second table compares the current lev-
els of budget authority and outlays for discre-
tionary action by each authorizing committee
with the “section 302(a)” allocations made
under H. Con. Res. 376 for fiscal year 2007
and fiscal years 2007 through 2011. “Discre-
tionary action” refers to legislation enacted
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after the adoption of the budget resolution.
This comparison is needed to enforce section
302(f) of the Budget Act, which creates a point
of order against measures that would breach
the section 302(a) discretionary action alloca-
tion of new budget authority for the committee
that reported the measure. It is also needed to
implement section 311(b), which exempts
committees that comply with their allocations
from the point of order under section 311(a).

The third table compares the current levels
of discretionary appropriations for fiscal year
2007 with the “section 302(b)” suballocations
of discretionary budget authority and outlays
among Appropriations subcommittees. The
comparison is also needed to enforce section
302(f) of the Budget Act because the point of
order under that section equally applies to
measures that would breach the applicable
section 302(b) suballocation.

The fourth table gives the current level for
2008 of accounts identified for advance appro-
priations under section 401 of H. Con. Res.
376. This list is needed to enforce section 401
of the budget resolution, which creates a point
of order against appropriation bills that contain
advance appropriations that are: (i) not identi-
fied in the statement of managers or (ii) would
cause the aggregate amount of such appro-
priations to exceed the level specified in the
resolution.

The fifth table provides the current level of
the nondefense reserve fund for emergencies
established by section 501 of H. Con. Res
376. The table is required by section 505 of
the budget resolution, and is needed to deter-
mine whether an increase in the reserve fund,
allocations and aggregates will be necessary
for any pending legislation that contains emer-
gency-designated discretionary budget author-
ity.

REPORT TO THE SPEAKER FROM THE COMMITTEE ON THE
BUDGET—STATUS OF THE FISCAL YEAR 2007 CON-
GRESSIONAL BUDGET ADOPTED IN H. CON. RES. 376

[Reflecting Action Completed as of June 23, 2006—O0n-budget amounts, in
millions of dollars]

Fiscal years—

2007 2007-2011
Appropriate Level:
Budget Authority 2,283,029 na.
Outlays 2,325,998 n.a.
R 1,780,666 10,039,909
Current Level:
Budget Authority 1,376,961 n.a.
Outlays 1,712,391 na.
R 1,787,094 10,189,839
Current Level over (+) / under (—) Appro-
priate Level:
Budget Authority —906,068 n.a.
Outlays —613,607 na.
R 6,428 149,930

n.a. = Not applicable because annual appropriations Acts for fiscal years
2008 through 2011 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress.

BUDGET AUTHORITY

Enactment of measures providing new
budget authority for FY 2007 in excess of
$906,068,000,000 (if not already included in the
current level estimate) would cause FY 2007
budget authority to exceed the appropriate
level set by H. Con. Res. 376.

OUTLAYS

Enactment of measures providing new out-
lays for F'Y 2007 in excess of $613,607,000,000 (if
not already included in the current level es-
timate) would cause FY 2007 outlays to ex-
ceed the appropriate level set by H. Con. Res.
376.
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